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FROM © 
An Officer in the Prof all Service, < 


Dreſden, Decomber 2 35 , 2 745. 


Dia, Unc CL LE 


out of Regard to that great and glorious Monarch I have 
5 have heard or read of. That I may do this, ſo as to 


and therefore, without farther Preface, ſhall proceed to 


che * which induced his Pruſſian Majeſty to undertake this Expedition; 


the bare ſtating of which fairly, will ſufficiently vindicate his Regard to 


Juſtice, notwithſtanding the odious Colours that with ſo much Art and In- 


duſtry, his Enemies. have labourd to throw upon all his Actions. 


The King, at the pegluning of his Reign, took Advantage of the critical 
Conjuncture of Affairs, to aſſert and recover his Rights in Sileſia; for which 


he could not be blamed, if it be eonſider d, that hi Family had been depri- 


ved of thoſe Countries in as critical a Conjuncture. What is judg d lawful 
and right in one Power, cannot, with any Colour of Juſtice, be treated as 
Breach of Faith and arbitrary in another. This, when it was diſcuſſed, ap- 
pear'd. ſo ſatisfactory to the Powers who mediated and guarranty'd the Treaty 
of Breſlau, that they thought it juſt and reaſonable his Priſſian Majeſty ſhould 


have Satisfaction for his Pretenſions, and for the Expences that attended the War 


he made for recovering them. The Ambition of a certain Court, which, 
not contented with preſerving, that Succeflion which it claim*d, and with the 
Conqueſt ol. its Conpetitor's $s Dominions, to SIE it never pretended any 
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GN Obedience to your ee in Juſtive Tra, Fo 


the Honour to ſerve, I ſhall undertake the Hiſtory of a 
Winter Campaign of Five Weeks, inferior to none that I 


= afford you Satisfaction; I ſhall endeavour to write as = 
truly, circumſtantially and briefly, as is in my Power; 
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of the Empire; 
* * Ber, 2 Who ha- 

„ ieh Was 4 Eircumiſtance not to 
„ 5 his“ Pruſſian Majeſty, in. Conjun&tion with 
3 other Princes of the Empire, who were never ſulpected any more than he, t 


. Ä Houſe of Bourbon, to enter into the Union o 
ä toduc'd the Invaſion of Bohemia ; wherein, | if E King 
. Wie mores "than Wl rel of ch a * Was Abekauke his? pn was. great 

= 8 2 N . more; ge 1c 7: 
A cat to ſme Tecrer- * res Ke Coke of Vi jenna nd Dref- 
ES: h the baer ed to. aſt the former in her Deſign of rearing 
| TS | Dominions, 10 Conſideration, of a Share gf theſe 
8 See bs "got EY Were" 'R be granted by the former. his the King had 
3 _ certain Righeke Solent, but ſo cautious, ſo unwilling he was, dithes. to re- 
JJ . vVich, or to impute it to the King of Poland, Elec- 
RES tor of & auge p, char 5 Neented bimſelf with keeping a powerful Body of 
Ff His d Pinchy of Magdebourg all the Summer : And when = 
. 2 - Was s repreſented: doreign Courts s in the terrible Light of an Invaſion, 
F pub vs MNMabiſe lo, aligning the Reaſons of it, and Hung the Grie- 
"OY r bein'd, upon the Savon Miniſters only. But the 
"2 2 Coen the Froceedings had ſuch an Effect upon the Court of 
r,, bbooght fit to convince the Czarina of IS Sin- 
| 4 . Withdrawin his Troops out of Bohemia, into His own. 1 errito- 
5 | Ordering His! Forces, in oy 1 lagae into. Winter 
S . N CN) 1 520 33 ↄ ˙!ꝗÄVB]² OW O08 
5 | 22 . . Ro” N F 
7 1 his, Ong wou ou! e imagin'd; - muſt e ſuſpendet S299. 
F and Pome #4 ned the Way to a Negotiation, which was Un 
3 > I ft ber d; as appeats by the Treaty concluded at 
5 "SS | pothing more for himſelf; than What all Parties hac for- 
„ oy i RR Right to; Which ſufficiently proves, that what ha 
„ fine follow'd, did not proceed from a Spirit of Ambition or Revenge, at 
5 e 4 now conſider, for a Moment, the Conduct of his Enemies, 


© go rigs 2 1 3 W when they ejected rhe Treaty propos d to them, aflign*d no other Rea+ 


Fe ee, >= _ than chatiewas inconfiltent with their Glory. This Winter Campaign, 


* 


. 1 e 8 is of | which they have ſo ſeverely felt, was of their contriving; and 


0 ä enced the Superiority of the King's 
, ect * wk all the Advantages of Numbers, Situation an 


r* che fame wiſe Putpoſe, the whole Force 
court of Peterſbourg induced to ſend Count Mor 


nina ö Meſſage upon: falls Prerences, Ni 20075 
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1 as th tation. 'T 'hings' were in, kyhen:the King, to defend: 
| FEES his Subjects, and to defeat the Deſigns of his Enen 

if ever N were ſo, made uſe of his ſuperior Abilities in the Axt 
onfidence which his Soldiers have alway Plac'd in 1 4 
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ret -perfifted 1 in the original Deſign" of attacking his Dominions on 
doch, a Body of Troops was marched from the Army of 
Ws onthe Rhine, the Succoprs intended for the King of Sardinia, di- 
of Saxouy exerted in che 
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it not reſtraim d by the ſevereſt Sentitments of Juſtice. Upon his entering 262.5 


_ *Lnſatia,”a noble any, detaeh'd from the Kingdom of Bobemia, and given 
to the Elector of Saxony, for Services done to the Houſe of Auſtria; and 
which, according to this Scheme, was to be enlarg d for the ſame Cauſe, at 
the Expe nce of tlie King; Prince Charles was oblig'd to abandon his Deſign 
of invading Sil „, and to retire, in the moſt precipitate Manner, into 2 
Bemig. At the ſame time,the Prince Anbau Dea march'd directly from 
the Dutchy of - Magdebourg, by Hall, towards Lenfick 5. and when, from the 
Succeſs 1 a1 1118 both Armies, it was 0. that the Ruin of the 
Saxon Dominions muſt be the Conſequence of continuing the War, the King, 

1n the full Career of his Victories, offer*d to ftop ſhort, in caſe the Court of 
Dreſden would accede to that Treaty which its bet Allies thought for its In- 
tereſt, This Propoſition being rej 25 the Prince of Anbalt made himſelf 
Maſter of Leiplict, from whence he advanc'd towards the Elbe, on the Banks 
of which River the King's Army was alſo arrivid. The Saxon Forces, under 
the Command of Count Rutouſti, and the Auſtrians under General Grune, 
were poſted To as to cover Dreſden, and Prince Charles of Lorrain advanc'd 
from Bohemia to the Elbe, as if he intended to join them. Still the King 
thought of Peace, and ſtill the Court of Saxony refus'd it, depending on 
theſe numerous Armies, which, as themſelves acknowledg'd, were much 
tals powerful in bend than either the Ed „, Of the Prince of 
Auball's. 


This Obſtinacy of ache Joke" the King no . An to Np a 


thoſe which he took ; and therefore, on the 12th _ Inſtant, the Prince of An- 
halt made himſelf Maſter of the important Poſt of Meiſſen, which put the 


King into a Condition of joining him when he thought proper, and gave us 
the entire Command of the Elbe. The next Day Prince Chafles came to 
Dreſden," his Army advancing towards Fyrna; and on the 14th He King fix*d 
his Head Quarters at Hermſdorf,, which is about three Leagues from Hence... 


Prince Charles having thrown a Bridge over the Elbe, march*d 10, ooo of 


his Troops into the Neighbourhood of this City, and in the Evening Prince 
Lobkowitz, with the Van of the Huſtrians, join'd Count Rutouſti. On the 
1th, the Prince of Anbalt march'd directly towards the Elbe, and having 
extended his Army from Wilſdorf to that Liver, came down on the Auſtrians 
and Saxons, who were drawn up ready to receive him. Count Rutouſti, tho“ 
his Forces were more numerous than thoſe of the Prince, diſpatch*'d Cou- 
tier after Courier to his Highneſs of Lorrain, who was but a League and 
half off,. to beg a Reinforcement of 12 of 15,000 Men, which was promis'd, 
but never ſent. The Situation of the Ground hinder'd the Armies from en- 
gaging before Noon, when our Right Wing began the Attack, and at firſt 
met with an obſtinate Reſiſtance. About a Quarter after Three, they began 
to break, and our Troops made ſo good Uſe of their Advantage, that by 
Four the Enemy fled in great Confuſion towards Pyrna, where Prince Charles 
of Lorrain, at the Head of 40, ooo Men, was drawing up in order of Battle, 
to receive and cover them. The Night hinder'd us from perceiving the 
Conſequence of our Victory, ſo that the firſt Accounts of it, contrary to 
what uſually happens, fell much below the Truth. The Enemy loſt 6, 0 
Men, Kid and * between 6 and 7»000 were taken Priſoners, E 
| er 
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ther with 1 A ie whale hs. N Side, on he TY 
ion there appears..to be about. 1,000. kill*d, and 2, 360 wounded ;- 6 
"Uhr all Things gn, Dh ſcarce any * Jo: N been Crs ata 


% at 


Rate leſs dear chan W i * oY 
On the” 16th, Pine Charks of 1 a gebe he f 98 Re- 
mains of the defeated Army, retir'd thro? the Mountains into Bobemia, to 
avoid coming to a ſecond Action, which the Kin King offered him, and ; 
abandon'd this whole Electorate to his Merey... On the 17th, the King pre- 
ſented himſelf with his Army before, this City-which had never been. at- 

tempted by Charles XII. of® Rede, When with his victorious Army he pene 
trated into this Country. General De Boſe, the Governor, immediately waited 
on the King, and deſired to know what Terms of Capitulation his Majeſty 
would be pleafed to grant; to which he anſwer'd, My Word. A ſhort Ca- 
pitulation, by which the Inhabitants are abſolutely ſecur'd ; but the Garriſon 
being made Ebner of War, augments the Number of thoſe we have taken 
to upwards of 13,000, The Gates were open*d about Nine, on the 18th, 
and about Ten the King enter'd; a little after Twelve he went to viſit 
their Royal and Electoral Highneſſes, viz. Prince Albert, who is about ſeven 
Years old, Prince Clement about Six, the Princeſs Chriftina about Eleven, 
the Princeſs Mary about Nine, and the Princeſs Cunegonda about Five. His 
Majeſty embrac*d them with all the Tenderneſs imaginable, and then return'd 
to the Palace of Prince Lubomirſti. I ſhall not trouble you with Te Deums, 
or Concerts, or with the other Diverſions the King has given the Nobility 
here, and at which they have aſſiſted with a-very good Grace. I believe it 
will be more important to inform you, that. on the igth, Baron De Bulau, 
and the Vice-Chancellor Count De Hubenberg, arriv d ere, on the Part of 
his Poliſo Majeſty, and the ſame Day a Paſſport port was demanded. for the 
Count De ee on the Part of the Curt of Vienna ; ſo that a Treaty is 
actually begun under the Mediation Aft ** Britamic Majeſty 8 re 
8 Hilliers. 


* _ 


| 'We make no manner of FR TE that — 3 Treaty will 1 ſpeedily 
concluded, the Treaty of Hanover ſerving inſtead - of - Preliminaries, 'and 
without all queſtion, the Concluſion of this Treaty will be: the beſt News that 
has been heard in Germany ſince the War began, as will plainly appear, if it 
be conſider'd, that by this Treaty the Imperial Election will be abſolutely 
ſettled, the Conſtitution of the Empire ſecur*d, and the Tranquility of Ger- 
many reſtor'd. The Court of Vienna will be at liberty to ſuccour the King 
of Sardinia, before he has loſt his whole Dominions in her Cauſe, ſhe will 
have no occaſion to maintain an Army on the Rhine, and conſequently may, 
if ſhe pleaſes, aſſemble 70,000 of her Troops in the Low Countries. The 
News of this Peace muſt neceſſarily change the Diſpoſitions, and ' reſtrain 
the ambitious Deſigns of France, and, in a Word, this ſingle Event will 
decide the Fate of Chriſtendom, and open a Way to a general Peace, upon 
ſafe and ſolid Terms. Such are the Effects of the King of Pruſia's Winter 
Campaign of five Weeks, to which he was forc'd by his Enemies, and 
in which his Arms have been ſo manifeſtly proſpered by the Divine Pro- 


vidence, as tending to Peace, which he has always ſought, and which he 


is now ready to grant after all his Victories, on the very ſame Terms he 


demanded before them, The Miferies ſuſtain'd by the People of Saxony are 


great, 
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great, but they are not due to him, ſince th 


if their Sovereign had ſo pleaſed, the Efuſion of Blood too, was not of 
his ſeeking, he has only chang'd the Scene of War, and placed it in the 


Country of thoſe who rejected Peace. Let all this demonſtrate how baſely 
his Majeſty's Deſigns have been miſrepreſented, and his generous In- 
tentions traduced. Let us henceforward do ' Juſtice to the Character of 
this glorious Monarch, the Uprightnels of Whoſe Heart, in the Sight of 
Him who is the Searcher of all Hearts, has procur'd him, by a Series of 
almoſt miraculous Victories, the Power of reſtoring that Peace, which, in 
the midſt of ſo many Injuries and Provocations, he moſt ſteadily and 


moſt religiouſly purſued. 
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